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René COULOMB

A civil engineer graduate of Ecole Polytechnique,
René Coulomb has worked his whole career in the
water sector, first in service of Navigation in Lyon,
then as Chief Dams and Reservoirs Engineer for the
Seine Prefecture then for Lyonnaise des Eaux for
which he was Director and Chief Executive Officer,
before becoming a member of the Supervisory Board
for Suez-Lyonnaise des Eaux. He was one of the
three founding members of the World Water Council,
for which he was Vice-President.

The World Water Council was established in 1996 to alert
persons responsible for this issue in the various countries
at all levels about the need of emphasizing solutions to the
water problems all over the planet.

In a book that appeared in 2011 («The World Water Council,
From its Origins through the World Water Forum in the
Hague»), the author described the history of the Council’s
first years until the Hague Forum, which firmly established
its international reputation and explained the interest of this
original structure.

This new book makes it possible to supplement all this by
describing the Council’s activities from 2000 and to the eve
of the 6th Forum in Marseille, in March 2012.

It describes the preparations for and the nature of the World
Forums in Japan (2003), Mexico (2006), Turkey (2009)
and Marseille (2012), and touches on the prospects for the
future of the Council, whose 7th Forum will be held in the
Republic of Korea in 2015.
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